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Government estimates show that 88 percent of
India’s urban population is covered by water
supply and 55 percent by sanitation facilities.  But
these statistics do not reflect the adequacy of the
services or their accessibility to the poor.

About two thirds of solid waste
generated by urban dwellers is
collected by cities. Very little,
however, is deposited into
sanitary landfills; instead it is
dumped into open pits.

India’s urban population is now 285 million.  In most
cities, 20 to 45 percent of the residents live in slums.
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Development Challenge

Indo-USAID FIRE-D Project Goal and Approach
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Accomplishments
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Acceptance of the concept of commercial viability
in delivery of urban infrastructure services
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Development of a structure for municipalities
to access domestic capital markets

through municipal bonds
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Introduction of urban management reforms,
particularly financial management and
accounting reforms
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Development of a state-level policy framework
for water and sanitation services and a national policy

framework for improving solid waste management
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Sharing of lessons learned through a training
network, study tours, city managers’ associations,
reports, and a web site
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Future Directions
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Help cities develop sustainable environmental infrastructure services
by introducing a consumer and commercial orientation
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Strengthen municipal financial viability with emphasis on resource mobilization
of tax and non-tax internal resources
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Demonstrate a targeted strategy to improve access of the poor
to urban infrastructure services
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Promote state and central policy reforms in water and sanitation
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Increase efforts to strengthen municipal capacity and disseminate lessons learned
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